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That the Death of CuxisT is no 

proper Sacrifice nor Satisfaction for Sin: 5 

but that pardon is diſpenſed ſolely on ac N 
count of repentance, or a perſonal refor- i 
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. — eee or 
the ei of the ſame term to 
things that are only. analogous to one 
another, cannot be avoided ;  eſpeci- 
ally, in treating of moral or religi- 
ous ſubjects, in which our ideas them- 
ſelves muſt, neceſſarily, be much 
compounded, and borrowed from 
ſenſible things. 
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8 fill all languages with theſe artiſi- 
cial forms of ſpeech, is, - that when 
ily had firſt introduced ſuch 
an uſe of words, the ingenuity-of 
men, as in other ſimilar caſes, pre- 
ſently worked it up into a beauty. 
Some alluſions were obſerved to be 
ſo peculiarly happy and ſtriking, : 
as to incite men of taſte and inven- 
tion to ſeek fot more: hence a lan- 
guage extremely ſeanty in its ele- 
ments, comes to abound in words; 
moſt of which, however, are arti- 

ficial or compounded, and may, 
with care, be reduced to their fim- 
| ple component 18 
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"0 21 
Bor ch is the nature both of 
aur ideas and words, and ſuch the 
power of aſſociation, that what was 
at firſt evidently compounded or 
figurative, by frequent uſe ccaſes to 
be conceived to be ſo: compound 
ideas and expreſſions in time paſs for | 
ſimple ones, till, after a vigorous | 

ſerutiny, their derivation be ſeen, 

and they appear to be factitious. In 
like manner, it is very poſlible to call 
one thing by the name of another 
by way of alluſion only, till at laſt, 
the alluſion be forgotten, and the 
nature of the thing itſelf be miſ⸗ 
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of words from ſo fruitful a ſource, 
A4 does 
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b much ach þ 1 
though the uſe n . 
or writing, very much enliven a 
diſcourke, give acolour and ſtrengtk 
to the expreſſion; and, if the al- 
luſions be made with judgment, 
may, in many caſes, facilitate the 


x 0 diſcovery of truth; yet the too free 


an uſe of them may embarraſs the 
ſenſe, and render the ſpeaker or 


Vriter's meaning very dubious or 
obſcure, eſpecially. to thoſe who 
are not uled to his | — Aud 


"Tang is ;.nnireally wang 


of when the writings of the Afratics 
in general fall into the hands of 
Eur OPeans ; they go ſo far beyond 


e 


1 

their figures. And this is one cloud 
that hangs over the true meaning 
of the eee the books we 
of time ah diffirence/ of! manners, 
it is exceeding difficult for us to ſee 
through; and hath led their readers 
into very widely different apprehen- 
ſions of tlieir ſenſe; ſome reſting 
in the moſt obvious and groſs mean-' 
ing of the words they uſe; while 
, others, ſuſpecting this to be falling 

ſhort of their true meaning, wander 
many NE We in RY uk it. 
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 PERHars concerning no one Lats 
of f which the facred writers dotreat, 
2urrcg 5 have 
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wore widely ak of thei mean- 
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the view they ſuppoſed. be ſuffered 
with, and the end, which they aſ- 
ſert, was in fact anſwered by 1 
The moſt diſtinguiſhed opinions that 
are maintained among chriſtians at 


this gy ſeem to be the W 


Firſt, * maintain that Chriſt, 
in hisagony and death, endured pains 


equal in degree (the dignity of his 


perſon conſidered) to thoſe that fin- 
ful men ought to have ſuffered on 


account of their ſins, by a kind 


nd ſubſtitution of perſons, and tranſ- 
ſerring 


= t 1. 

8 of guilt; agreeable: towhich, 
| they hold, that this was s the proper 
the law: all which, they ſay, were 
per or emblems of the great ſa- 

crifice - of Chriſt. But of thoſe 
- whoagree with them that the pardon 
of ſin is diſpenſed in conſideration 
of the ſufferings, of Chriſt, all do 
not inſiſt that the divine Being 
could not, conſiſtently with the ho- 
nour of his perſections, have ac- 
cepted of leſs than a full equivalent 
for ſatisfaction ; ſome ſu ppoſing the 
divine Being to have been at li- 


berty to accept of any finite fatis- 
faction that he I, 


Secondly, | 
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 Becondly,' Others, again, agree 
ich the former, that tho "dar of 
_ Chriſt is a proper ſacrifite for fin, 
ke the Jewiſh ſacrifices; but then 
they ſuppoſe that the virtue of a ſa- 
crifice conſiſted, not in the ſhedding | 
of the blood, or the death of the 
victim, but in the diſpoſition of the 
offerer, of which the ſacrificing of 
the beaſt was in ſome manner em- 
blematical; and that in like manner 
the virtue of the death of Chriſt 
conſiſted, not in the pain that he 
endured, but! in his real virtue and 
worth, manifeſted to God and the 
world by his obedience unto death. 
Though, therefore, they deny the 


neceſſity of any vicarious ſufferings, 
they 
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pgs as the 3 e in- 


terpoſition' and mediation, of ſama 
perſon of diſtinguiſhed virtue and 
worth, on the part of the offen- 
der, before; the divine Being could; 
1a viſdom, diene; e ta 

Lafily, Others, in direct oppoſi- 
tion to both the fore- mentioned opi- 
nions, maintain, that the death of 
Chriſt had no manner of relation to 
a proper ſacrifice for ſin; and that 
the Apoſtles never meant more than 
a figurative alluſion to thoſe Jewiſh 


_ rites: that Chriſt died in conſequence 
of his undertaking to reform a vi- 
cious world, for the POE of his di- 
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ſuch rational, ſimp e, 2 

ends. They maintain'that there was 

uo neceſſity for ſatifi@tion of ny 
ind, or the interpoſition of any 

being whatever, in order to God's 

remitting the fins of men, 
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Doctrine of AToNEMENT, 
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0 OR 
FEXEXEPON a moſt careful exami- 
1 OV nation of the texts produced 
ON for the commonly received doc- 
by IIS x trine of atonement, it muſt be 
granted, that ſome do ſeem to repreſent the 


pardon of fin as diſpenſed in conſideration of 
ſomething elſe than our repentance or per- 


ſonal virtue; and according to their literal 
ſenſe, the pardon of fin, is, in ſome way or 


other, procured by Chriſt. And indeed, had 


their 


— 


— 


8 n 2 . 
tf * xz 2 w_— AC 
n 
8 5 8 4 
A 7 
o I + N , 
£43 7 


* . —_ 1 
r 
F h v.#y x 4 7 4 


"2 


p # 2 
ren 7 . ” 
1E — — — > > 


"4 2 
4 as T þ 4 * Ss 3» 2 48 HE 
N r * py n . - 2 41 ne —— 2 2 — 
* ra * r % * W W * n p + KLE r 88 + 
* s 
I . 


ſufferings, lometimes. of che tric, 


"His and de of chi r ef E.. 
times Chriſt, and ſometimes; the Spirit that 


dt the Kd eri — — | 


God the” Father 2s di 


of fin to penitent offenders, i in Bon. 
either of the ſufferings, or of the merit of 
| Chriſt, our only interceſlvr ; the account 
would have had more of the air and con- 


fiſtency; at leaſt, of truth: it would habe 


appeared more plauſible for a time; 


though, for the reaſons that follow, we 


ſhould, fill, have found ourlgive: at | 
obliged to rect” the repreſentation Thi, 
when the pardon of fin is ſometimes re- 


times of the reſurrection, and"egen” r: the 


28 


interceeds for us 3 that the diſpenſing af 


Pardon is ſometimes ſaid to be the proper 
act of God the Father; and, again, chat it 
be Chriſt who forgives, usg When, I ſax, 
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Achatz that theſe möſt be, ſeverally, pits. 


Incest ton ir de bare of Azure 
| hl alluſions, Which; at pröper diffariceed, 
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eee b then, OE yy 
king! ſenſe Did us appeal front fo vague 4 
repteſentation of à mutter of fact, founded on 
tents, whicFery-with them ſo muck the 
d ef figure, allaiibh, and accbmmodation, to 
» the plain gerieraVtenor of feriptors; which)" | 
i almdſt every chapter, repreſents the par- 
den of fin ab diſpenfed folely on accdutit 
pang men erſonal virtue, a penitent uptight | 
ard à reformied- exemplary life, with: 
out ae leaſt regard to the ſufferings or merit 
| of: any being whatever. The following 
texts are inſtances of hat N — 
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Ui ur le accepted. Pal. xy. throughout. 
1 Tard, wha, ſhall abide in thy. tabernacle, 
i 1 who ſhall duell in thy. dh) bill? He . 
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1 walketh uprightly, worketh righteouſneſi, and 
k Healeth the. truth in his heart, &c. &c- 


P malm li. 15. The ſacrifices of the: TLerd ar 
4 broken ſpirit; a broken and a contrite heart, 
O Cad, \thou wilt not deſpiſe, Iſai. iii 10. 
Say ye to tbe righteous, It. ſhall be wall mtb 
 bim ; for they ſhall eat of the, frait of leit 
uns: But, wo, unto the, wicked 4.) Bl 
: be ill with them for the works of their hands 
ſhall be given them, . Ihiah lv. 7. Let the © 
wicked forſake his way, and the. unrighteous 
man bis thoughts, and let lim return. unto 
the Lord, and he will have; mercy upon bim, 
and to our Cad, and be will 
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4 4 . v. — 2. Our Saviour beatitudes. | 
J 
I X30 77 ye forgive men their treſe 
I paſſes, Jour levent Father will alſo forgive 


Jou. 


5 „„ 
v John xii. 16. F any man ſerve. ne, 
him will -my father honour... Acts x. 34. 
Then Peter ſaid, of a trutb, I perceive that 
Gi no reſpeBler. of. perſons, but, in every 
nation, be that\ feareth God, and worketh 
righteouſneſs is accepted of him... ü. 37. 
Aud they were pricteu to the Wan and ſaid; 
nen and brethren; what ſhall we do. And 
Pater! aid unto them, repent, and be bap- 
tial. fur ele remiſſion of ſins. iii. 19. Re- 
an e therefore, and be converted that your 
ut may be blotted" aut. — i 31. But 
nato cummuandeth all men every where to r- 
pent, becauſe... be: hath" appointed à day in 
which he auill judge the world in Tighteoufe 
 neſs;"&c.. &c. Rom. xiv. 17, 18. For the 
kingdoni ef Gad is not meat and drint; but 
rigbteouſnſe, peace, and joy in the ' Holy 
Ghoſt. For he that in theſe things ſerveth 
Chrift,' is acceptable unto Gad, and approved © 
of men. 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore, my. be» 
loved "brethren, be je fledfalt,. unmoveable, 
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SUE. ©.  nowing. 


+ 


%%%%CET C ˙¹A ; d ĩͤ ᷣ AA 2 ˙·n 2, 
« = 8 2 "x a * * * n p - IN * of „ 4 


* - wiſdom, but by the grave God, wwe have 
bad our converſation in the world.” = Tins 


for they refl. from their lJabours, and their 
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in the Lord. 2 Cor. l. 12. Our rejoleing"is 
this, the teflimony of our conſeionces; rbar in 


„ , in Rg 


Jimplicity and god 


iv.- 8. Gudlinefs is profitable to all things; 
having the promiſe of the life that mw is, 


and of that which is 10 come. James it; 24. 


Ye | ſee thar by works @ matt is juſtified, and 


not by faithonly; Rev. ib 10- Be thou faith. 


ful unto death,” and 1 will give thee 4 cοο 
of life. Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed" are” the drad 
which die in the Lord; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, 


wor Es do follow them. © A xxii. 14. Bleſſed 
are they-that- ds his commandments, that "= 


4 een 1d the mann 


1 | 


Our ene ak 5 pid and falyations 


folely upon the account of our own moral 


character and good works, is further con- 
firmed by the following abſolute deelarations 
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of che divigemercy and ce RE iT 


tent and virtuous, in which, there is not 
the moſt diſtant hint of any regard had to 
the ſufferings or merit of any other being 


16 1. 


Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. And the Lord paſſed 
by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gratis. lung 
Suffering, abundant in goodneſs and truth, 
keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving ini- 
quity, trenſerefion and fin. 2 Chron: xxx. 
9. For if ye turn again to the Lord, your 
brethren and your | children ſhall find compaſ- 
fron before them that led them captive. For 
the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, 
and will not turn his face from you, if ye turn 
unto bim. Pſal. xxv. 8. Gand and upright 


is the Lord; therefore will be teach finners in 


the way. ——— lxxxvi. 5. Thou Lord art 
good, and ready to forgive. eiii. 8, Ge. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, flow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy + be will not 

, B * always | 


Sn chide, neither will he 8 hin Fs 
Jiuor euer. Ele bath nat dealt with us after 
our fins, nor reuarded us after our iniguities. 
As far-as- the eaſt is from the weſt, ſo far 
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hath he removed our tranſgreſſions frum ut. 
If. xxx. 18. He waiteth that be may be 


gracious. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. . I five, 


faith the Lord, I have 0 gare in the 


7 death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from bis way and live." Turn ye, turn je, 


hy will ye die, ob bouſe f Hrael.— 
ſralt ſurely die; if be turn from his fu, and 
do that which is lawful and right ; if * 


3 wicked reftore the pledge, give again 


which be robbed, walk in the flatutes of li 55 


witbeut commilting 1 be ſhall ſurely 


live, he ſhall not die. N None of the fins that 


bie hath committed ſhall be mentioned to lim. 
He hath done that which is lawful and right, 
be ſhall ſurely live thereby. Dan. ix. 3. 
To the Lord our God, belong | mercies and 
Jorgrvendes, though we bave rebelled againſt 
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him. Micah vii 1. 16 Who is a God like unto 
 Uhee,' that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by 
| tranſgriim, — Jonah iv. 2. For 1 know 
 ' that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, 
| Jow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and re- 
. Penteſt thee of the evil. John xvi. 26. At 


that day ye ſhall aſt in my name, and I ſay 


nat unte you that I will pray the father for” 


you; for the father himſelf loveth you, be- 
cauſe ye have lrved me, and baue believed 
that I came out from God. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
We Lord is not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
But that all ſbould come to repentance. 1 John 
i: 9. If we confeſs our fins, be is faithful and 
juſt to forgive us dur fins, and to cleanſe us 
from all unrighteoufaeſs. To theſe add, 
Nom. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by hi 


grace. Titus iii. 7. Being juſtified by bis 


grace, —for do but admit that the favour is 
procured for us by the ſuffering of another, 


and you take away from the freeneſs of the 
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text of dar in which Chriſt i is ; called a 
2 mercy-ſeat 3. implying, that by him, 36 
from the mercy-ſcat of gd, God makes 

be gracious declarations of pardon and far 
vour to penitent ſinnerz. Rom. iii, «35; 
Mbem Ged bath ſet forth to be [wager]. 4 
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cording in thy mercy remember thou me, for 
merey upon. me; ob God] according to thy 
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' thy tender mercies, blot out my tranſgreſſions. - = 
== vii. 8. Judge me, ob Lord, according S 
to my righteouſneſs, and according to mint' 
integrity that is in me. Iſa. xxxviii. 3. He- 
2ekiab pleading for longer life ſays: Remem- 
ber now, oh Lord, I beſcech thee,” bow I have 

walled befare thee in truth aid with a per- 
felt beart, and have nen 
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is and indeed from the whole tenor of 


the old teſtament, than that theſe ancient 


worthies in religion had no notion of atone- 
ment for fin, by any other ſufferings or 


n eee eee 
dreſs themſelves to the Deity, ſhows „that . 


they expected pardon and favour ſolely on 


account of their integrity, either maintain- 
ed through life, or . recovered . fin- 
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be allowed to be juſtly inferred from facts, 
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good works of men could ſecure the Divine 
Favour and acceptance; is it at all probable? 
can we reconcile it with the goodneſs and 
other perfections of the Divine Being, that 
teachers and ornaments of a divine religion, 
at a time hen extraordinary interpoſitiom 
were ſo very frequent, to live and die under 
ſo groſs a miſtake; to place all their moſt 
important hopes upon a falſe confidence, 
à refuge of lies; to truſt to a broken reed; 
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ſeverely reproved, when they preſumed to 
mention their integrity before God: and 


alone, without interpoſing the ſufferings 


or merit of any other to mediate for them? 
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unlimited declarations of divine mercy, 
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- their meaning beyond all poſlibility of dif- 


pute; in order to prevent groſs and dangerous 
iſtakes, and conſtructions, which are ſo 
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1 able, that there is never anyx 

4 

Bi other more perfect ſacrifice mentioned in | 
-$ | n to them; as we might reaſon- 

* 

þ | ably expect, if chey really had referred to 

3 : any ſuch perfect ſacrifice, and ſuch 

14 

0 an one had been neceſſary. On the con- 
ttary, perſonal holineſs only is all that is 

a ; Ws nee to 1 as of more neva 

4 End 105v5l on - E. S 
5 | 1-116 4001 2907 «11191. Rn M0 TOP 

3 3 = | P$AL. - 
2 ks % 
4 

I 

> . 


| tm 1. | 
PAE. I. 165 y. For r 1 r 
ſacrifice, elſe wu I give it, thou delight 
nt" in e We ſarrifites of the. 
Lord are ab broken "ſpirits 4 broken and a 
contrit beart, ob Ou, thou wilt not teſpiſe. 
Ia. 1 1120. "Towbar prirpoſe is the multi 
tile of your aui fes th ma? ſaith the Lord. 
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to do ell, ſeek judgment, relieve tht oppreſſed, 
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8 from the WER hiſtory of the 
Goſpel and the As, nothing can be plainer 


than, not only that the bulk of the nation, 


but that the moſt intelligent Jews, in our 


Saviour's s and the Apoſtle's times, bad not 
dhe leaſt notion of the neceſſity of the 


ſufferings or mediation: of any Being to 
-atone for fin, Their ſacrifices, they knew, 


would avail them nothing, and they had no 
| knowledge, or apprehenſion, of any other. 
For that they were the fartheſt in the world 


from expecting a ſuffering Meſiab, is ho- 
torious. And can we think it at all proba- 


ble, that the nation of the Jews would ſo 
entirely have forgotten the great and f dle 


ule of ſacrifices, when the cuſtom had been 
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As che heathens probably borrowed the 
pes of facrificing from the Patriarchs, 
or Jews; it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
they would, along with it, borrow#sfrom 
them the general notion and deſign of ſa- 
crifices. But, whatever diſputes have ariſen 
on the ſubject of the heathen ſacrifices, 
thus much ſeems to be very clear, that 
they offered ſacrifices to their Gods with 
the very ſame view with which they offer- 
ed them any other gifts of value; and that 5 
the more intelligent of them thought to 
pleaſe, or appeaſe their Deities by the 
diſpoſition of their minds, and not by the 
pain or the merit of any Being whatever; 
much leſs of the beaſts they ſacriſiced. 
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ſonable, and expedient ; even in caſes where 
our concern in them is not very apparent. 
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of them; as is apparently the caſe with re- 
ſpect to the doctrine of atonement: ſince 


the proper end of the meaſures that this 


opinion repreſents the deity to have taken, 
of his abhorrence of fin; Now, to whom 
was this diſplay intended to be made? 
Without doubt, to the human race; prin- 8 
cipally, the perſons who are moſt nearly 
concerned in it, and whoſe ſentiments and 


conduct, the views it ſuggeſted were in- 


ever ſuppoſe the human race ſo very ſa- 


gacious, as to be able to enter, of them- 
ſelves, into the reaſons of ſuch high pro- g 


ceedings, without any hint for their direc- 


tion? Can we think the divine wiſdom and 


goodneſs would have left us to ourſelves to 


form ſentiments and apprehenſions of things, 
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\ boca conſequence to our virtue 8 
our happineſs; by way of mere diſtant and 
dubious inference? Is it not very ſurpriſing. 
then, that, in all the books of ſcripture} 
neither in the Old nor the New Teſtament; 
neither the Divine Being himſelf to the pa- 
triarchs, neither Moſes, nor the prophets, 
by his direction, to the Jews, nor Chriſt 
or his apoſtles, to the Chriſtians, ever af- 
ſert, or explain, the principle on which 

the doctrine of atonement is founded: for 

tho they deſcribe the heinous [nature of 


ſin, in the ſtrongeſt colours, repreſens it as 


_ exceeding finful, and the like; they never 
once go a ſingle ſtep further, and affert 
that it is of ſo heinous a nature, that God, 


the infinitely good and gracious, cannot 


pardon it without an adequate ſatis faction 
being made to his Juſtice, and the honour 
of his laws and government. — In all their 
diſcourſes, there occurs not one clauſe that 
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hearts and lives. -Neturm umu me, and I 
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Chrift the Mediator, p. 85; Cc, thit the principles on 
which the doctrine of atonement is founded, are laid 
down by the apoſtle Paul, in Rom. iii.. 25, 26. 
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tiles being admitted to partake of all the privileges, 
which they imagined they had an excluſive. right to, 
without being obliged to conform t the law of Mo- 
ſes, St. Paul denies that any perſons are juſtified, or 
intitled to theſe bleſſings, by the {aw.;, and maintains, 
that the true and original method of juſtification was 
by Faith; as he proves from the caſe of Abraham, 
pen Sc. by which method a way is open for the 
. jjuſtifcation of the Gentiles: ſince, according to this 
29 method, nothing more than faith, in Chriſt is neceſ- 
ſarily required of them. Tho God, therefore, juſti- 
Fes all that believe in Jeſus, he is juſt [is e. to the 
Jews] The Jews bave no reaſon to obje& ag3inſt:this | 
proceeding : for this ſame-righteouſngſs which is wich | 
- the law, is manifeſtly witneſſed byithe law and the prophets ; 
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. 5 | o fray, affords, likewiſe, many” ſtrong 5 


x otherwiſe in this Mice} üer miſtake the ſenſoof at 1 N 
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FOOTE OY truth of the doctrine 


of atonement. For inſtance, is it not yery 


occaſion whatever, aſſert and vindicate ſo 
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the redemption that is in  Feſus Chrift ; by whom, as from 
A mercy-ſeat, he hath more fully and 11 pub. 
Uſted this method of juſtifition. * 18 
ien 0) meh o N 
- Tran this is home ſenſe of thepallage, willeally 
appear probable to any one who conſiders the general 
ſtrain and drift of St, Paul's diſcourſes, that in almoſt - 
all the controverſies he enters into; he is combating | 


the Jewiſh prejudices; and that many of thoſe parts 


of his writings which have been ſuppoſed to conſiſt 
of reaſonings upon general moral principles, appear 
now. to be nothing more than a diſcuſſion of ſome 
i particular queſtions that were ſtarted i in thoſe times. 
This thought is a general key to the controvetfial patt 
of almoſt all St. Paul's epiſtles, and makes good ſenſe 
of them; whereas; by ſuppoſing that he is not ſpeaking 
to the prejudices that prevailed in his own times, we 
make him advance notions, the We ſhocking qa. in- 
confiſtent i in the world. 
„„ | truth ? 
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truth ? He very ſeverely reproves the Je 
for handling the word of God deceitfully, 
in moſt other reſpects: he never ſpares the 
Jewiſh Doctors, but frequently corrects the 
falſe gloſſes they put upon the ſenſe of the 
ſcriptures; and yet, though there appears 
not the leaſt trace of the Jews retaining any 
notion of this ancient and fundamental doc- 
trine of religion, our Lord never once un- 
dertakes to point out to them ſo remarkable 
a deficiency in their practical principles: : 
nor doth he take any opportunity to give, 
even his own diſciples in private, more juſt 
views of the thing. As often as he ſpeaks 
of che neceflity” of his death, it is never 
as a facrifice or propitiation for fin ; but 
only that the ſcriptures ſhould be falfiled, 
which foretold that he ſhould ſuffer. See 
Matt. xxvi. 53, Cc. Mark xiv. 48. Luke 
xxiv. 25; 26. and at large, at the 44th ver. 
And be ſaid unto them, Theſe are the words 
which 1 * unto Jou, whilf T was get ub 
| | ou F:; 


tnf 
vn dur all Blige m, de fillt which 
were written in the Jaw of Moſes, and in 
the Pſalms concerning me. Then opened he 
their underflandings that they might underſtand 


the feripthres, and ſaid unto them, Thus it 


by written, and thus it behoved Chrift ib ſuf- - 
fer, and to riſe from the dead the third day, 
and that repentance and remiſſion of fins ſhould - 
be preached i in his name, beginning at Feru- 
alem. Not a word, obſerve, is here ſaid of 
utonement though there offered ſo fair an 


dboecaſton e e alter the men- 
| eee fins,” 2 


iS, 


io ear (Lords dion: oo. bs i diſciples 


beford his death, recorded by St. Jan, he 


takes great pains. to reconcile them to his 
departure from them, and to convince thetn 
of the expediency of it for themſelves; 
but all the reaſon he gives for it is, that, 
other wiſe the comforter would not 'come'to 
them. He drops not a hint of the neceflity 
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a 1 
of bis death for? the expiation:of Lin, the 
that would have ſuggeſted to them a very 

| fatisfactory and intelligible reaſon of his 

_ death, loaded do not ſee that any reaſon 

dean be aſſigned why he ſhould. not have ex · 
plained, i it to them in that wt if it mo 

been 8 true efign- of his. death. * 


1 


" * r 3. 8 k * / . 5 
1 * N 120 * 3 — — W aer Ur * & N. 


5 5 Lord 8. 88 are chiey i in 2 
moral ſtrain, He inveighs freely _ 
all the prevailing vices and irregularit of 
his, time, and mentions all the more aggra- 
vating circumſtances, of them but he never 
hints at the neceſſity of any ſatisfaction 
being made to the juſtice of God for them. 
He makes a fine encomium upon ſeveral 
moral virtues, and pronounces, abſolutely, 


ſuch and ſuch characters to be fit for the 
kingdom of Godi but never with any ſuch 
cautions and reſtrictions as are generally 
given at this day, letting us underſtand that 
theſe ir tuous qualifications alone would 
not A 


3:4 


3 


aol ln 0 4 place these, In any 
ting that our Lord has ſald to uhdeceive 
us, we are naturally, and unavoidably,” led 
to underſtand; by his diſcourſes, that good 
moral habits and good works, the love of 
God, and the love of our fellow-creatures | 
will, of themſelves, effectually recommend 
2 man to the favour of God, 2 intitle 
hin to a place in OR. lag | 


N 


In e that our Lord makes 
of the tranſactions of the day of judgment, | 

in the 25th chapter of Matthew, there is 
no mention of any thing but of good or 
bad works. The righteous, agreeable to 
their character, think humbly of themſelves, 
and will hardly believe that they have done 
any thing very meritorious : they are ſur- | 
prized and overcome with j joy, at the ap- 
| probation of their virtue and merit; but 
never refer themſelves to the ſufferings or 
to the _ of their advocate and Judge, for 


the 


. 9; oÞ 46 . 5 
an nin, b 
in the world can be conceived. to have been 


| more natural and pertinen e 
Fuhr, if 4 had cot. ea 
for reaſons that we cannot comprehend, to 
deliver himſelf in plain terms concerning 
the great doctrine of atonement, he might 
have done it as obſcurely as he had pleaſed 
by way of parable ; as he did in many 
other caſes; and yet, in theſe parables of 
our Lord in which he gives a repreſentation 
of his death and ſufferings, we find no ſuch 
view of it. In that remarkable parable 
concerning the houſeholder and the huſ- 
bandman, Matt. xxi. 33: in which we 
read, that after the owner had ſent his ſer-" 
vants to receive the fruits of his vineyard, 
and, they were ill treated, he laſt of all 


| ſent his ſon. It is evident that the fon 


came with the fame view that the ſervants 
had 


R 
had come e him; and the: "3 
bandmen's killing of him, was an action of 
the ſame nature with, though more hein- 
taeda e ra(de 


_ 'Fobn the Bagel, our Lord's RF 
muſt be given up as a mere legal preacher, 
The perpetual burden of all his diſcourſes 
is repentance, and works meet for repentance: 
theſe he preaches to all his auditors, with» 
out caution or reſerve, When he. exhorts 
and warns his hearers to flee from the wrath 
in their turns, what they muſt do? He en- 
joins them nothing but dry moral duties. 
Upon theſe, he taught all that conſulted 
bim to build their hopes of eternal ſalva- 


Wuar can be more unaccountable than 
the whole conduct as well as all the diſcourſes 
of 111 NA, 5 a | | of 
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Ru PRIN recorded in che book df de 
& Acts, if they knew any thing of the docs 
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d = | vine of atonement? If it be p that 
= mes of Jobn the Baptiſ and of dur 
= Saviour were not able to bear ſuch a doe = 
* trine; though no reaſon can be given wh 

= | a thing fo very plain and reaſonable, as this 


ks. 


4 en 
. 
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doctrine is maintained to be, might not 

| x19 (eas ar to any perſon at any 

; and why a doctrine, ſo very funda- 

| 11 ought not to have been explained 
At the very firſt; muſt it not appear ſtrange | 

chat the Apoſtles, after they had received 

the Holy Ghoſt, by whom they were led into 

all truth; ſhould be altogether as filent about 

| this doctrine, in all their addreſſes both to 
le Jews, and the Heathen world? They 
dueclaim, with the utmoſt freedom and ſeve- 
rity, againſt their groſs corruptions and abo— 
minable vices, but never mention the ne- 
ceflity-of any propitiation. They only na- 
Call upon all men every where to repent, and 
believe 
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is: 3 Ep in | Is dfavurls to 3 
immediately after the deſcent of the Spirit, 
and again in the temple upon the cure of 


colours, the fin of the Jews in crucifying 


dur Lotd; but though he exhorts to re- 


pentance, ſays not a word of ſatisfaction, 
expiation, or atonement, to allay any ap- 
E they might have of the di- 
vine juſtice: and a fairer opportunity he 
could not have wiſhed to introduce i it, In 


with the advantage of fine ſtrokes of ora- 


' tory; {ach as muſt immediately have oc- 
curred to any man in his fituation 3 and ſuch 
as are frequent, and much admired, in the 
diſcourſes of our modern divines. How 
fine a turn might have been given to the 


popular cry of the ſame nation, His blood 
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5 VV 
4 be onus and on cur children ? Inſtead of this, 
A he only exhorts them to repent, and believe 
"A that Chriſt was the Meſſiah, for the remiſ- 
3 ſion of fins. What he ſays contirhing the 
* death of Chriſt, is as follows, || 

{IJ Gd Aa bags 1 0 

. Ac rs it, 23. Him W dlivered, * the 

I | | determinate counſel and fore-knowledge of 

by God, ye have taken, and, with wicked hands, 

- have crucified and ain. iii. 17, 18. 

1 And now, brethren, I wot, that through ig- 
norance ye did it, as did alſo your rulers ; 
but thoſe things that God before bad ſhewed by 
the mouth of all his prophets, that Chriſt 
ng fu er, be MER | 

ST. Stephen, in his long ales; at his 


trial, ſpeaks much and frequently once 
ing the death of Chriſt; but ſays not a 
word about its being a propitiation for ſin, 
to teach his hearers to conſider it in that 
light, e £0 


Wnar 


be 


. 

War could have been a fairer oppor- | 
tunity of introducing the doctrine of ſatis- 
faction for ſin, by the death of Chriſt, than 
the evangeliſt Philip had, when he was 
explaining to the eunuch the only prophecy . - 
in the Old Teſtament that ſeems to repre- 
ſent it in that light: yet in the whole ſtory> 

which is not a very conciſe one, there is no 
mention of it. And when the eunuch de- 
clares his faith, which gave him a right to 
chriſtian baptiſm, it is ſimply this, bar 
Feſus Chriſt was the ſon of God. 


ST. Peter, preaching to Cornelius, the 
firſt of the proper Gentile converts, is ſtill 
ſilent about this fundamental and moſt im- 
portant article of the chriſtian faith, . Much 
he ſays of Jeſus Chriſt: How that God 
< anointed him with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
ce with power ; how he went about doing 
- good, and healing all that were oppreſſed 
10 ol the devil; —of his death likewiſe, 
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OED e ogy 
eee ee ee and 
good works, repentance and faith, being 


accepted through his ſufferings or merit. 

ntrary, what he ſays upon the 
occaſion, . may, without any forced con- 
ſtruRion, be turned againſt this favourite 


opinion. Q @ truub, ſays be, 1, perceive 


that Gad is no reſpecter of perſons ; but, in 


every nation, be that feareth him and worketh 


righteouſneſs is accepted of bim, Acts x. 34, 
&c. Did not Cornelius need to be informed, 


of W gee truth! or was it not of the 


„Arete be Join at beg Wi 


upon all theſe occaſions, be treats, and ſome- 


times pretty largely, coneerning the death 
of Chriſt; but never with any other view 
than as an event that was foretold by the 


prophets. 


141 


of their ſins, and exhorts them to repent- 


3 —_ en at Lyra, Acts xiv. and 


| — — the one 


a ling and true God: he exhorts them to 


turn from their lying vanities ; ſeeing that, 
-though at the" times of their former ignorante 
"God bad winked, be' now command ail men 
every where to rqpint; becauſe, be hath 
appointed a day wherein he will judge the 


bach orlained; whereof be hath given Mur, 
axce wits all men, in that li bath raiſed bim 


according to ſome. © Here is nothing evan- 
gelical: all is moral, legal, and carnal: 
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from” the dead. Here is ſound reafoning, 
and evidence; but not a word of the true 
goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 


> 
oo 3 
— nd * 


3 * 


7 - — 


= 


3 r 


thr r different e 
0 | wy Treat 


* 
1 : : , by 
* — 2s 


== rwusy 
CTY 


">" of % ' : ' = 0 
r 


— . — . "oe our * x 4 


3 — 


. 
*** 4 + 


3 
n 9 
, = * # 

r o P = ; "= 3 
—_ "* 7” s 1 > SS” 


N 
See 


4 


"Mat 
£24 


Tb 

5 

2k 
, . 


* * 
"SF i an. * 2 
as 7 * P Fa" 2 2 4 r 
2 = K 9 Lo 72 re 8 - — £ "oF Fi * - 
PF Wy 5s 9  Wllhres vo * 


indeed, conſidering how far either the Jews 
or Heathens, at that day, were from having 


1 3 * ws 


courſes, they expreſs themſelves in language 


int 


- ſip Aa] Lis bead full 
of che truth, the grandeur, and importance 
of the doctrine of atonement by the blood 


of Chriſt, would have addreſſed the Jewiſh 
and Gentile world upon the occaſion: and, 


any apprehenſion of ſuch a docttine; it was 


highly neceflary that the Apoſtle, "ſhould 


have begun with chis. foundation of all ro- 
ligion, of all acceptable worſhip, and have 


| pc it eee 1 $Y 0 3: 9% 3 
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4 s ST 37 b d * > 19 . ID \ 
. we 4200 Apoſtles ſo abſolutely 


3 we' cannot but think, there 
was the greateſt occaſion to open themſelves 
freely concerning the doctrine of atone- 
ment; when, in their moſt ſerious near 


that really ſets it aſide ; when they never 
once directly aſſert the neceſſity of any ſa- 
_ tisfaRtion for ſin, or the inſufficiency of our 

* 4 S' good 
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in the air. of figure,; allufion, and accomme- 
dation, which is all chat is found in them 
in favour of ſuch an opinion? And when, 
beſides, we ſee that thoſe figures and allu- 
ſions are, themſelves, very obſcure, and 


inconſiſtent with each other? Can we think 


matter? or ever meant to appear to believe 
chat Chriſt died to ſatisfy the juſtice of God 
for ſin, or that his merit or wah te 
wes for our. pardon. 
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den further ſatisfaction being made to 


tion is neceſſary to allay the fears of ſincere 
penitents. They would elſe, it is ſaid, be 
3 D 4 , ſubject 


| grad works dase entice us to the 1 
* build: . an article of our 


faith upon mere hints and inferences from 
their writings, and thoſe expreſſed ſo much 


they ſeriouſly believed any thing... about the 
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bf the whole world, ef Jews and Heathens, 


could do Hhodld mehr ries — 4 
them to the divine Fivour and acétptänes: 
and ſome things plaufible enough n theery 
are aid by Mine, in fupport of it. vat 
kn, at leaſt, one clear inſtänte be produted 
of font perſon being a ctually diſtreſſed 
With theſe ſuppoſed fears and doubts ; till 
Jome one, at leaſt, Lan be proved to have 
expreſſed his doubt and tincertainty of the 
_ divine favour in caſe of ſincere repentance, 
x can treat this caſe as no other than an 


Won. one. The demand cannot be 


ht unreaſonable.” There is the tHange 


before Chriſt, and; * if that be tod narrow, 


of three or four centuries in chriſtianity, to 


ſtearch for ſuch a perſon: ſo that however clear 
aun idea we may think we are able to form 


in our minds, of a perſon entertaining doubts 


of the divine placabllity, I cannot yet ſeri- 
we" belicye that <4 ever * 
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pen 0 be As. That God is. 


1 a mere Gd et fancy, - 


_ {mnpreghated wid ſuperſtition and prejudice » | 
and that this great Gojiab in the controverſy, 


et him look: ever ſo big and threatning, 


will pve to be bne of the fabulous tace, 


that will yknlſh of hinalelf before the light 
of bare Poſes fabrie tent "OM 


Br, ff 295 743 1909 v4 93 Diele 
ee eee, eng ae e 8s 
ien of: ſuch a perſon, ſo we have no 
reaſon to fear that any of the human racę, 


if leſt to their own natural unperverted ap- 


ann will evet- fall. into 


And are ſometimes repreſented to be ſo 


deplorably and helpleſaly involved in, For, 


directly contrary to what hath been ſo con 
fidently advanced on this head, it appears 


from the hiſtory of the opinions of mas- 
Lind, that all men naturally apprehend t the 
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been otherwiſe, when we conſider that 
men's firſt, moſt! natural, and ſimple dea 
6f God, is, that of à perfect being; in 
whom goodneſs, or benevolence, is that 
which is univerſally eſteemed to add a glory 
and grace to every other perfection. And 
nercy is, perhaps, the very ſimpleſt idea of 
goodneſs in the apprehenſions of men in 
general: Whereas implacability, or unre- 
lenting rigour; always appears under the 
notion of Weber e nnn. 
andidiabolical s. inn is dpa 


0 20 ot: Hot 4 1 eee. 04 bor, 
Arta 
1 er is n that Dr: 8. Curl, in bis 5 f 
able diſcourſe on the evideiſtes of the chriſtian reve. 
lation; when he comes to this point, and, like others 
| before him, repreſents mankind as abſolutely at a 
loſs upon what terms God would receiye offenders 
into. his favour, produces not. ſo much as a fingle fact 
or quotation in ſupport'of what he ſo roundly aſſerts; | 
though he is known to be peculiarly happy in his 
| ; | Choice 


a 1350 
ng leaving theſe arguments 4 ah - 


Se) vane i bebt z ui gite Wratgn 
choice of the mo pertinent ones, upon all other 
occaſions. He gives us, indeed, a general, reference 
to Pires Aeta, l. 24. But 1 do not find, in all 
the converſation, that paſſes betwixt Socrates and I. 
eibiades, that either of them drops the leaſt hint of 


their uncertainty, about the divine favour in caſe of 
fincerity, or the, leaſt doubt that human * is not 


| of itſelf a ſufficient recommendation to his acCopt- 


an, © ' Nay, the contrary is; in this very converſa bn, 


almoſt. expreſſed by \Secrates ¶ un tyeu nel ref 


dune, apap) rd regν b Obes, νν⁰ιττ, 
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AL that theſe two perſons appear to be at à loſs 


| Pee is, ſome one to teach them hat to pray for ; 


leſt, through their ignorance, they ſhould, aſk of the 
Gods things hurtful to them ſelves; ; and not any perſon 
to intercede with God for them, or one whoſe: Rift. 
ings or merit might avail with God for their accept- 
ance. Ho then is this reference to the purpoſe? 
How doth it prove, that any man ever entertained 

doubt: of the Fg placability ? 3 8 5 bs 
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Nee to more ſtubborn fatts; of 
which I ſhall ſelect a few from ſacred, and 
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tes! 1 
er from: ies The Bi- 
on of Job ſeems to have been, what we call, 


; | kh Patriarchat; i. e. but one remove from 


natural religion: indeed the very ſame, 
with this N advatitige, that the Deity in 
terpoſed' upon ſeveral occa- 
ons, w wad and. offi his vorſhippers, 
All che ceremonies tfien in uſe wert ſacri- 
- ices: W whether they” fo much as obſerved 
the ſabbath, is a point, by no means well 
aſcertained. However neither Job himſelf, 
nor any of his friends, ſeem to have had 
any notion, or to have been ſenſible of any 
want, of a ſcheme of atonement for 'fin- 
Job, indeed, complain, chap: r. 33. Net- 


tber is there any days-man betwixt, us, = F 


be might lay bis band upon us both, But k 
evident that Job did not want this des * 
man to intercede with" God for him; fince 
he" was not then . conſcious of any crime : : 
nay, he is, at dat very time, lamenting 
10 N 1 | . his 


bs art — of 'jultibyiſ 
himſelf to the face of the Almighty. He 


wants a- days-man, therefore, only to give 


kim an opportunity of pleading his cauſe, 
according to the cuſtom of the courts of 


2 judicature in thoſe times. Yet, in all the | 


account of his ſufferings and complaints; 


- of their expoſtulations with him, upon the 


ſuppoſition of his being a hypoerite ; of 


 Blibu's, and afterwards of the Almighty's 


— 


interpoſing to decide the controverſy betwixt 


him and his friends, there is no, mention 
made of ſatisfaction or n ff fin; 


4 tho we can hardly imagine any thing ſo 
 circumſtanced as to make the introducing 
of it more natural and pertinent: if not 
32 where, ſhould we * „ 


"Far op $ freaks were the fartheſt i in 


the world from ſeeming to ſuſpect, that any 


- thing more than repentance and reforma- 


tion, were neceſſary to the pardon of fin, 
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N xi. TR Ge. [Zophar] 75 0 1 
thy band, put it far away; and let 1 wick- 


edneſi dwell in thy tabernacles. Fur then ſbalt 
bun lift up thy face without ſpot, yea, thou ſhalt 


be fledfaſt,. and ſhalt not fear : becauſe thou 
ſhalt forget thy miſery, and remember it as 


waters that paſs away : and thine age ſhall be 
clearer than the noon-day ; thou ſhalt ſhine forth, 
thou ſhalt be as the morning. And thou ſhalt 
be ſecure becauſe there is hope, &c. Job xxii. 


21. [Eliphaz.] Acquaint now thyſelf with * 


bim, and be at peace; thereby good ſhall come 
unto thee, Receive, 1 pray thee, the Jaw 
from bis mouth, and lay up his words in thy 
beart. Tf thou return to the Almighty, thou 
ſhalt be built up; thou ſhalt put away inigui- 
ty far from aby tabernacles. Yea, the Al. 
mighty ſhall be thy defence: for then ſhalt thou 


have delight in the Almighty, and Hall lift 


. i 


| 


1631 


ah thy face! nde Gd Then ſhalt thou make 
ty prayer unto. him, and he ſhall hear thee, - | 
and thou ſhalt pay thy vous. Job xxxiv. 31. 15 
ILElihu] Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto Gad, 
1. have. borne chaſtiſement, I will not offend 
any more. That which T know not, teach, thou 
me ; if Thave done iniquity, I will do no more. 
Job xxxvi. g. F they be bound: in fetters, 
and be bolden in cords of affiittion ; then he 
ſhews them their work, and their tranſgreſ- + 
uns that they have exceeded, He opens alſo 
their. ear to diſcipline, . and commands that 
they return from iniquity. I they obey and 
ſerve bim, they ſhall, ſpend their days in proſ- 
 perity and their years in pleaſures. But if they 
. obey nat, they ſhall periſh by the ſword, and 
they ſhall die without knowledge. verſe 16. 
Even ſo would be have removed thee out of 
the trait into a broad place, where there is 
no flraitneſs ; and that which i ſet on ty 
table ſhould be full of fatneſi. 


> & 


„„ ee 
Aus doch not the Almighty himſelf gi 
4 anion to the ſentiments of theſe dif 
 equrſes, when, upon Jab's fimply profeſfing | 
his repentance, as in chap. xlii- 5. I bar 
trard of thee with the hearing of the var, 
but mm mine eye ſeeth ther: therefire I abt» 
—_— repent in duft and abe We 
read that the Lord turned again the captivity 
of Job, and bleed bis latter end mare ths 


I verſes 2 N 


war. can he more evident: from th 
in his i had not the ae | 
out the ſufferings or merit of any Being 
whatever, would not rally atone for 
paſt offences. © a 


Fur 20 of the repentance of 5 


Nimeeites at the preaching of Jonah is {6 
remarkable, and ſo much to the preſent 


purpoſe 
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4 day iii. 4; Ge. " cfinab entered in- 
to the city a day's journey and cryed, ans 
ſaid, Yet forty days and. Nineueb H, be 
deſtroyed. So the people of Nineveh believed 


oloth, from | the greateſt of them even;to the © 


La of them. Fur ward came unto.,the king 


of Nineueb, and be argſe from bis throne, and 


laid afide bis robes from him, and covered him 


with \ſuck-clath, und fat in aſhes; and le 


| cauſed it to be proclaimed and publiſhed 


tk tig bout all Nineveh, by the decree of the 


king and bis nobles, ſaying, Let neitber man 
nor beaft, berd nor flock, taſte any thing, ler 
tbem not feed, or drink water ; but let man 
and beaſt be covered with ſack-cloth, and cry 


mightily unto God ; Tea, let them turn every 


that is in their hands, Who can tell if Gad 
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WA raving and repens; and turn away from 

bis fierce anger, that we periſh not. And 

| God ſaw their works, that they turned from 

-rheir evil ways, and God repented of the vil 

tbat be bad ſaid that. * _ do wal 
_— "and he did it not. 


Taro" is 1 naked dad. The following 
are the reflections which ſeem to be natu- 
rally ſaggeſted by it. The Ninevites muſt 
be allowed (and if not, the hiſtory ſuffi- 
ciently proves it) to have had no knowledge 
of the neceſſity of any ſatisfaction for ſin be- 
ſides repentance and reformation; and yet, 
tho' the ſentence pronounced by the prophet, 
was as abſolute, and unconditional, as it 
could be expreſſed, we ſee they, till, were 
not without hopes of finding mercy, in caſe 
of a general and hearty repentance': ſo great 
was their confidence in the placability of 
the Divine Being, according to Janab's own 
expreſſion, upon the occaſion, iv, 2. I knew 

. that 


2 
5 


1 1 
that thiu'art a gracious God, and merciful, 
uv to anger, andof great kindneſs, and repenteſt 
thee of the evil. And that the prophet him- 
ſelf: would not ſoften any thing of the rigour 
ol the ſentence, or give them any encou- 
tagement to hope for favour, the temper 
which he diſcovered upon the happy, but, 
to him, unwiſhed for cataſtrophe, abun- 
dantly convinces us. Farther, can it be 
thought, chat, if any ſatisfaction beſides re- 
pentance were neceſſary to the forgiveneſs 
of fin, God would have concealed jit from 
the Ninevuites, and even acted in ſuch a 
manner as muſt effectually ſuppreſs any 
tendency in their minds to the moſt diſtant 
apprehenſions of that nature. It appears 
from hence, that men's perſuaſion of the 
heinous nature and deſtructive conſequences 
of ſin, might be ſufficient to make them 
abandon it, without the help of thoſe ad- 
ditional conſiderations which the doctrine | 
anni A a 1 E 2 * 9 aft £9541 of 
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dern Per;ſees, may as properly be denomi- 
nated natural, as any under the ſun : and 
there is extant a very ſatisfactory proof of 
their dependence upon the divine placability, 
without the leaſt reference to the ſufferings, 
or the merit of any. Being whatever, to make 
offences, in a form of prayer which their 
prieſts pronounce at the bed of a dying per- 
ſon, collected by Dr. Hyde, and quoted in 
the Univerſal — vol. os, 1 wok it 
in a fallows. 8751. ee HAS 
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13 36 11697 13... £55118 .3 te ee 
. > Almighty Lordi + . Ha bn 
$--niandid that we ſhould not offend! dee; 
0 3 man hath offended. Thou haſt or- 
** daintd that we ſhould do good, yet this 
4 man hath done evil. Thou haſt required 
5 that 


e 1 
. ee 0h n e 
* thee; which, however, this man hath 

Tm neglected. Now oh merciful God ! at 
the hour of death, forgive him his of- 
** fences, his miſdeeds, and his Oy 

o * and receive lin co * 4 


e of all the e was far- 
theſt from the notion of appeaſing the an- 
ger of God by external ſervices of any kind; 
and yet, if there be any truth in Plato's 
Pbædo, he died without the leaft my of 
Pl hoppy 2 05 


4 Ts theſe, if the previous 3 be 
admitted, may be added the caſe of all the 
Jewiſh nation, both before and at our Sa- 
viour's time: for none of them ever ex- 
preſſes the leaſt doubt concerning the favour 
of God, in caſe of ſincere repentance and 
amendment. Their facrifices, they were 
ſenſible, could not atone for moral tranſ- 
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bet is urged, in FE of th docwine of 
atonement, that the ſcheme is abſolutely 
neceſſary in the moral government of God; 
| becauſe, upon different principles, no ſatiſ- 
faction is made to his offended ' juſtice. 
But I anſwer, that it becomes us ever to 
bear in mind that divine juſtice is not that 
blind principle, which, upon any provoca- 
tion, craves ſatisfaction indiſcriminately of 
all that come within its reach, or that 
throw themſelves in its way ; that juſtice in 
the Deity can be no other thana modification 
of goodneſs, a benevolence that is his ſole 
governing principle; the object and end 
of which, is, the ſupreme happineſs of his 
creatures and ſubjects. This ' happineſs, 
being of a moral nature, muſt be chief- 
ly promoted by ſuch a conſtitution of 
the moral goyernment we are under ; 
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as ſhall. afford the moſt effectual motives 
to induce men to regulate their lives 


well. Every degree of ſeverity, there 


fore, that is not ſo circumſtanced as not 


to have this tendency ; 412. to promote 


repentance, and the practice of virtue, muſt 


be rejected by the benevolent principle of 
the moral government of God, as diſagree- 
able even to divine juſtice, if it have the 


fame end as the divine goodneſs, the hap- 


pineſs of God's creatures. Now that any 


ſeverity is neceſſary to be exerciſed on ſuch 


offenders as are truly penitent, even in hu- 


man government, is owing to the imperfec- 


tion of government, when adminiſtered by Wes 


men; for were the magiſtrates judges of 
the hearts of men, there would reſult no 


manner of inconvenience from pardoning 


all offenders who were become truly pe- 
nitent and reformed : for, hereby, the of- 


fenders themſelves would become - uſeful 


members of the ſociety, and the penetration 
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6f the admir niſtratörs of juſtice wolle ef- 
fectually prevent any, Who, notwithiſtand- 
ing their pret 
ed eil defigns in their hearts, from e 
5 wine of fuch acts of yy 


7 v 7 4 


ences to repentance, harbour- 


government of the all-ſeeing God. Here, 


therefore, meaſures formed upon the juſteſt 
principles of equity, may be taken, with- 


out hazarding the ends of government; 
meaſures which would be very abſurd and 
pernicious in any human alminiſtration- 


In the all-perfe& governinent and admi- 


niſtration of God, therefore, there is no 


occaſion to exerciſe any ſeverity on penitent 15 


offenders themſelves: how abſurd then 
would it be to exerciſe it on others! Thus 
the principles of juſt government are ſo far 
from illuſtrating and vindicating the neceſ⸗ 
ſity of any ſatisfaction for ſin, beſides the 
repentance and the reformation: of the of- 

bender, 


Dx * 5 * 7 * 
| * g 

A* 

4 
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2 av. 
fender, * when brought to this teſt, 
its abſurdity grows the more glaring, and 


our minds become more ſtrongly diſpoſed = 


to: reje it; as that notion appears" to be 
utterly inconſiſtent with the true. principle 
| of the moral government of God: and if ſo | 


dme dodtrine of atonement muſt; when 


viewed in its true light, raiſe in mens minds 
ſuch unworthy notions of the divine per- 
fections, as will, if not corrected and over- 
ruled-by ſomething elſe, have an unfriendly 
* e virtue. 


Bur eee this the influence 
which the doctrine of atonement is tnain- 
tained to have upon practice, has been 
ſtrongly urged in its favour ; therefore I 
ſhall examine the nature of its influence, 
more particularly, upon the mind. Now 
all the advantages of this opinion are ac- 
knowledged, by its advocates, to be derived 
from this, viz. that it raiſes mens appre- 

| benſions 
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| henfions of the divine juſtice, and of the 


evil aud demerit of ſin; ſentiments of 


powerful effect in promoting repentance 
and reformation. Admitting this, it is ob= 
_ vious to remark, that, in proportion as any 
opinion raiſes our idea of the juſtice or ſe- 
verity of God, it muſt fink our ideas of the 

divine mercy : and fince a ſenſe of the mer- 
cy and compaſſion of God, is, to ſay the 


leaſt, as powerful an inducement to re- 
pentance, and as efficacious a motive to a 
holy life, (eſpecially with ingenuous minds) 
as the apprehenſion of his Juſtice 3 what 
the doctrine of atonement gains on the 


one hand, it loſes on the other; and ſo 


all this boaſted advantage intirely va- 
niſhes, 


Bur, further, even this advantage may 
juſtly be denied the doctrine of atonement ; 
for though, in order to the forgiveneſs of 
fin, ſome further ſeverity or reſentment be 
? | ſup- 


1 


a ſuppoſed DRY to be ſhewn, on God's 
part; yet, according to the doctrine of a- 

tonement, this ſeverity is ſo circumſtanced 

a8 intirely to loſe its effect. For if the ſe- 

verity be intended to work upon men, the 

men themſelves ſhould feel the ſeverity. 
0 The ſame thing it will be to the bulk of 
mankind (who are the perſons to be wrought : 
upon) whether the Divine Being animad- 
yert upon the vices that are repented of or 
no, if the offenders themſelves know that 
they ſhall never feel the effects of ſuch 
animadverſion. It is acknowledged, that, 
in a wiſe human adminiſtration (to which 
"3 preſent argument, I admit the divine to 
correſpond, ) the end of government, which 
is the happineſs of the community, is not 
anſwered by the penitence of the offenders. 
The laws which annex certain puniſhments 
to crimes, muſt have their courſe, and ex- 
ample muſt be made for a warning to 
fibers + but then, the ſufferers and the ex- 


amples 


7 : 1 

amples are always the offenders themſelves: 
and that the ſame end would be anſwered by oy 
another perſon' s voluntary ſuffering inſtead 
of the offender may be aſſerted, but is not | 

at all ſu pported by reaſon and probability. 

I For, ſince it muſt be difintereſted | generolity 

in the offender that ſpares the life of his 
ſubſtitute, it is not eaſy to think, that, 1 
every perſon who is diſpoſed to tran ſgreſs h 

f were ſure of finding one to ſuffer for him, 
the numbers of ſuch peſts of ſociety would 
grow the leſs by the expedient. And if 


1 the ſuffering had been already endured by 
ſome perſon of eminence for all future 


tranſgreſſors, it is im poſſible to conceive 
how it ſhould be any reſtraint at all; 

ſince nothing that any man could then do, 
would expoſe e to further ſu ffer= 


in Yo 
. OY ben 
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| Havino enlarged upon each part of the 
evidence ſeparately, I ſhall now give the 
ſum 


— 


. 11 . 

ſum ef the Abele, in one View. bet 
tte pardon of fin is not Yiſpenſed in con- 5 
fderation, either of the ſufferings or the 
merit of Chtiſt, we firſt ſuſpect from finds. 
ing many real inconfiſtencies in thoſe texts 
of ſcriptare which give ſuch a view of it, 
and the manifeſt air of figure and alluſion 
they carry with them. The general tenor 
of ſeripture by no means favours it: for the 
ſcriptures every where repreſent men to be 
intitled to the favour of God ſolely on ac 
edunt of their perſonal moral qualifications, 
The doArine of ſarisfatFon fan fin claſhes | 
with thoſe abſolute and unlimited declara- 
tions of God's free-mercy to fincere penis 


tents, which the ſcriptures every where 
abound 'with, and which David, and other 


penitents, always plead, without their giv- 
ing the leaſt hint of their depending upon 
any thing but their ſincerity to recommend 
them. "Re following conſiderations tend to 


render 
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of atonement are founded, are no where 
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render it fill more ſuſpecked. | When the 
legal ſacrifices, under the Old Teſtament, 
are declared to be inſufficient to recom- 
mend us to the divine favour, we are ne- 


ver, thereupon, referred to any more per- 5 


et ſacrifice, an any more availing atonement, 
but always, and only, to 


| gd works; 5 a8 what were alone ſufficient- 
ly meritorious in the fight of God. Neither 
the ancient nor modern Jews, neither the 
| heathen world, appear to have had the leaſt. 


knowledge, or betray the leaſt ſenſe of their 
want of any expedient of ſatisfaction for 
ſin, beſides repentance and a good life. 
And ſuch are, and ever have been, mens 
natural apprehenſions of the divine mercy, 
as that not one perſon, of any age or na- 
tion of the world, appears ever to have 
entertained the leaſt doubt or ſuſpicion of 
it. The principles on which the doctrine 


aid 
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being no: here aſſerted, or explained, in 
the facred, books. And although, the - 
doctrine of atonement is maintained to be, 
a moſt eaſy, rratcal, and fundamental 
principle of religion, it is never inſiſted | 
upon, at all, much leſs in any ſuch view, 
either by our Lord, or any of his Apo- 
ſtles.— On the contrary, though in the 
courſe of the hiſtory of the Goſpels, and 
of the Acts, there occurred many fair op- 
portunities of introducing and explaining 
it, they are entirely ſilent in this matter. 
That any ſatisfaction ſnould be made to 
the divine juſtice, beſides repentance and 
reformation, is utterly inconſiſtent with 
the true principles of the Juſt, equitable, 
and all- perfect moral government, and ad- 
miniſtration of God. Laſily, Though we 
are taught, indeed, and commanded to 
; enforce all our Jn and thoſe for the | 


pardon 


‚ ; this is only what: is ana- 
logous Ga other part of our worſhip % 
Which admits of our uſing ſuch arguments 
nd pleas with the "Divine Being as we 
uſually do with our fellow - creatures, and 
hich is a mark of the imperfe&tion of 
| Hur Nate, and of the 'worthip: pen 1 
5 thereunto, n We 
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1 AM. very ſenlible e a after ſo un 
an attempt to ſhake the credit of a doc- 
-trine, which many perſons look upon to 

be the moſt effential to «chriſtianity, as the 
moſt fundamental principle, the life and 
ſoul of the whole ſcheme; without Which 


all the reſt is a mere del lifeleſs thing, 
| deſtitute of ſpirit or meaning; the advo- 


cates for the doctrine of atonement will 
be ready to aſk; What, if we give up 
| „The Editor takes the liberty. 1 abſerying, that 


1 name of Chrift, imports, the doctrine of truth and 
grace delivered by Chriſt. | 
this 


i F 81 15 

this point, A be out üben of abt 
ſlianlty? Whetein ſhall we diffet froth 
Deiſts ? Ts there then f no ſcheme of te 
demption at all? Is there no ſenſe in which 
Chriſt diet! to ſave üs Wen our ſins, and 
from the wrath of God? ? If Chriſt did Ht 


End F d he def and Mr is our F gain by 5 

it? Inſtead of making a direct reply tö all 
wel, and fuch like queries ; Which may 
be ſtarted Without end, T thall ſubjoin; by 
way of contluſion, à conciſe view of the 
ſcheme of ſalvation by Jeſiis Chriſt, with 

our che mo of Wr for fin. wy 


b us, thin are the t ris 
1 mankind” to be in a fate of apoſtacy 
froth G64, loft to aff fenfe of religion aha 
virtue, in the expreſſive language of ſcrip- 
ture, dead in treſpaſſes and fins; that with- 


out A revelation anc a faviour, they wete in 
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the moſt deplorably vicious and wretched 


8 circumſtances, i in a ſure way to make them- 


J ſelves miſerable both here and hereafter. « 


* 8 bs this ſtate of things, God, 52 al 


benevolent t, who is good to the unthankful and 
the unworthy, wiſhes their happineſs ; ; but, 
rational and moral agents, as men are, 
-  'cannot be made happy without being re- 
covered to a ſenſe and practice of their 
duty ; 5 which muſt, from its. own nature, 
be a volu ntary. thing. What, therefore, 
| can the ever bleſſed God, tender of our 
happineſs, do for us f To force our com- 
pliance, would not an wer the purpoſe : : 
we muſt be won upon, be engaged, by 
proper motives and conſiderations, to re- 


form our hearts and our lives: ſuch mea- 
ſures muſt be taken with men as are 


ſuited to the nature of reaſonable beings, 
and, at the lame time, governed yay n much 


by 


. 
93 


e 5 
by views of intereſt, for. ſuch· ereatures are 
Nov all that we conceive could poſſibly 14 
be done for us; all that even infinite wiſ-— 
dom, goodneſs and power could contrive | 
and execute in order to our recovery, due 
regard being had to our nature, may be re- 
duced to theſe following particulars; He, 
To inſtruct us i in the whole extent of our 
duty. Secondly, To engage us to the per- 
formance” of it, by the promiſe of ſuitable 
and ſufficient reward, and to deter us from 
diſobedience by. the fear of puniſnhment. 
Thirdly, To draw us by a proper ſet of ex- 
amples of virtue; and leν To give us 
the molt ſatisfactory alluranes of: the e ; 
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APoataition, asd "of the ceitiin e68ptahes 


of our ſincere, though imperfect, endea- 
vours to ds our A 
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ane bot all th 1 dave fob ns 
in the moſt ample manner, in a courſe of 
moral diſpenſations, commeneing in the 
days of our firſt progenitor, and carried on 
with the utmoſt regularity, through the 
hands of | the Patriarch, Miſes, and the 
Prophtets ; till it received its higheſt perfees 
tion by the hands of the bleſſed Sn of God 
kittiſelf; Who, on this truly great and ge- 
nerous errand, ſubmitted to all the inffrmi- 
ties, indignities, and inconveniencies of hu- 
mag condition; and, to cloſe the whole; 
in the moſt advantageous manner, died 4 
moſt painful and ignominious death, '” 


* 
. 
* 


blass. 


Is bot here a ſcheme of f vaten and 


redemption, in eyery part complete, 
withaut any atonement? Simple as it is, 
are not the few parts of which it con- 
ſiſts, what contain every thing that could 


be applied, with effect, for our benefit? 


Would not, then, any addition to ĩt greatly 
clogand embarraſs the ſcheme, and ſpoil its 
effect? You fay; this leaves us at a loſs 

to know what proviſion is made for the 
| pardon of our fins: but what doth that 


that our fins are actually forgiven, upon 
our repentance, (though we did not 


know for what reaſon ; or whether any 
other reaſon than repentance were neceſ- 


ay) ſhould not that fatisfy us? Is not 


F 3 this 


5 


concern us? If we have the fulleſt af- - 
ſurance from the mouth of God himſelf, 


chis aſſurance, W poſſibly be any 


Tk inducement to us to forſake our evIl 
| had and d return to God and our ”” 


ji; "hep in * . * 5 * 
d of Chriſt upon this ſcheme? If 
he did not die to make ſatisfaction for 

our ſins, muſt he not have died for ſome 
end that is very low, and unworthy of 
him ? I reply, Is to die a martyr to the 
truth, to prove his divine miſſion in the 
mioſt illuſtrious manner that we can con- 
ceive; to evidence the benevolence of 
heart, and the greatneſs of his ſoul, the 
„ nl importance of the work he under- 
took, and how much his heart was in 
it; to encourage all who ſhould hereafter 
9 embrace his _ ta lay down their 
res 
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ies with courage and chearfulneks, in 
the cauſe of truth and i integrity, 2 giv- 
ing an example of ſuffering virtue in his 
own agony and death ; were theſe ends, 


1 ay, low, and unworthy of Chriſt? . | 


And when we ſay that he died for theſe | 
purpoſes, though we add no other, do 
we ſay, that he died in vain? When 
his death ſo circumſtanced looked with 
ſo friendly an aſpect upon human virtue 
and happineſs? And when by this means, 
our Lord put the finiſhing hand to 0 
extenſive a ſcheme, in which was done 


whatever Was prakticable, to recover 5 


fallen man to immortal virtue and hap- 
pineſs; ; is he not with great wp 
ſtiled, our redeemer, Joes, and JS 


tur? 6 | 
F4 Ann 


n 
* 1 p 
8 . 
y 1 


N Nn. N * , 
Cc 
g * 
£ N / 


oo ad 1 


E 


” m * — —_— K 
. » * = 7 9 1 8 * 


W 


r 
NY PASS 
. & 


$ 
i 
9 
Bs 
, 
i | 
by ” 
. 
* k 
* . 
3 
1 
1 
9 9 
* 5 
d | 
a 4 
2 * 
E 
2 
_ 
K. 5 
o 
$ 
1 * 
* * 
- 
* * 
— 
2 
4 
ö ” 
y * 
= - 
= = * 
E 
5 * 
1 ö 
< 
4 % 
* 
oe 
4 
9 
* 
8 
393 
19 
1. 
* 
. 
1 
1 
4 
. 
"ve 
* BY 
1 
2 
| 
5 4 


4 


The 1 


16 88 * 

Ap when, in the word of God, we 
are taught to conſider all the wil that 
infeſt this preſent world; the laborious 
cultivation of the earth; the Hhortaels 
2nd infirmities of human lf, with 
death, and all the evils we cap name, 
We] the conſequence of the introduction 
of fa into the world; when the Al- 
mighty! threatens i impenitent innere with 
unſpeakable torments | in the world to 


come; when he hath put in execu tion 
a ſcheme ſo aſtoniſhingly glorious and 


expenſive, to redeem us from all i iniqui- 
ty; j having . given up his only begotten 
ſon to dic, in order to effect it; can we 
have any pretence for ſaying, | that God 
hath not ſufficiently teſtified his abhor- 


rence of ſin? What co could he have gone 
more, 


[%] 
| more, confiſten with his perfections, x 
and with the natures he 120 given us, to 


tetfy' that abhorrence ? A "gt 


& Fj . * 229 1 


OY crow, but 8 ſeheme 
of religion, the Apoſtles were intruſted; 
1 
of the world. And, When we confider 
e were that it was depo- | 
ſited 3 in, and to what immediate uſe it 
was to be applied; we ſhall not wonder 
at the tincture it received from them. 
The Apoſtles were Jews, and they had 
to do with Jews. The phraſes belong- 
| ing | to the Jewiſh religion were the moſt 
familiar to them , and the fitteſt, in the 
world, to make the imple doctrines of 
chriſtuniry t take with their countrymen. 


At 
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At.; a. Res expence, . therefore, ef 


- figures and alluſions fetched from. the 
. Nn rival, to make the new religion 


theo too 3 * our 1— manners, 
but not greater than the Jewiſh nation 
been accuſtomed to; at the ex- 
pence, therefore, of no ſincerity or 
integrity, they ſuit; their entertainment 


to the taſte of thoſe who were the firſt 
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War is the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 


bot an attempt to ſhew, that there is 


ſomething i in the chriſtian religion that 


may be conceived to be analogous to what 
was moſt admired. i in the Jewiſh; and | 


that the advantage always lay on the 
| ſide 


mY 


wc. 
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ade af the & e 
remarkable particulars i in which the chrife | 
tian religion i is there maintained to tally 
with the Jewiſh, i is, in the buſineſs of 
facrifices : and whereas in the Jewiſh 


„25 4 ct 


ſyſtem they were conceived to take 


away a kind of ceremonial uncleanneſs; 


the: author of this Epiſtle, to magnify 
the chriſtian ſcheme, by a bold figure, 


repreſents the death of Chriſt: as a, ſa- 5 


Ne which takes away. moral im- 
purity, and purges the conſcience. from 


dead | works; which was more than 


do, N 


11 the fame taſte "with the Epiſtle 


to the Hebrews, is St. Barnabas's ge- 


neral 
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neral Epiſtle written, feveral, other of 
the works of the Pripitive \farhers, and 
"confiderable parts of many of tl chaſe 


A that "are agreed to be $. Pauls; 3. and 
the ſame reaſon will 
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gocount f for the 


ſeeming extravagant uſe of * Hgures and 


alluſions 1 in all of them. i 
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Howvrx, che diſguiſe in which this | 


fimple religion "appears, as delivered 
ta us through the hands of the Apaſtles 
| and primitive fathers, is not ſo cloſe, 


but that, with proper attention, we are 


able to look throu gh it, and diſcern its 


true lineaments ; and ſhould have done 
it with much leſs difficulty, had not | 
. diſguiſe been made much 
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i dees af the firſt by Ws 1 
Well "meant. kbours, bf n many, che | 
divines, for ſome Gerte paſt; who . 
haye dixhgired the diſguiſe itſelf. By 
this means our labour is now. doubled: 8 
we have, in the Ht | place, to get a 
2 juſt idea © of the ty which the Jews 


| put upon our religion; which is 4 | no 
very ealy taſk ; and, after that, t to 8 


Aatrn 


cover the true form and ſubſtance 


what they have dreſſed up in this man- 
ner. For, when it was high time 4 


the A poſtles, which ſuited only their 


lay afide the figuratiye expreſſions 


own times, we have not only adopted 
them all, but have put very forced an 

' unnatural conſtructions upon the figure I 

+, themſelves, | e W 


? 


2 * 


* p 
* 
* 

*. 


wit 


, 
*. 
* 
: 
* 


8 
U T, " now, in part, hor 
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85 ; Teſcued our pure religion from the 
bands both of the Jews and chriſtians; 


ne 


having firipped i it of ſome part of the 
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dis diſguiſe they have forced upon it; let 
us Preſerve it pure and undefiled ; | nor 
let us reſt ſatisfied till we have freed 
it; from every Ul-judged ornament, that 
vet remains upon. it and left it as naked 
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Ann, 68 all things, let x us . care- 


" & that, as we conceive more worthily. 
of God, of C Chill, and of his religion; 3 
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Sir 1. 


a we clear its princi ples from what- 
ever it is foreign to it, and dehaſes it, 
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from whatever might diminiſh, or retard 


Gas iba 


its effect; let us make it appear that we | 
rout hold it in its purity and ſim plicity, 
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have its full * intendel 
effect upon our hearts and lives. M, 


this | goſpel. 
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Cod, which brings. 
tion to all men, teach us. t0' deny all uns. TH 
© godiinefe, and worldy ii, and to. live 

N  righteouſy, foberly, and godly in this, px ; 8 

+, ſent evil-world. 80 ſhall we indeed de- 
ſerve well of chriſtianity ; for what can Eo 5 

ve do of greater ſervice to the cauſ qm 

than, at the ſame time that we yindi- 3 

cate the purity and b ſimplicity Wi ; & 5 

- of its principles, we. recommend i 

; ure and uncorrupted to the world, by bs 

a ſuitable life and converſation? EX. BN nr. 
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Cyiticifm upon modern notions of ſacrifices, 
being an examination of Dr. Tayla's ſerip- 
ture doctrine of atonement examined, in relation 
1. To Jewiſh ſacrifices. 2. To the ſacrifice of gur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Lo which is added an appendix, 
cdntaining an examination of another” © notion of 
Jewiſh ſacrifices, which is exhibited in an anonymous 
piece, publiſhed at London; ahn. 1746. and intitled, 
An Eflay on the nature, deſign, and origin of Sa- 
efiftes: gyvo in boards 35. G. 
| II. The merits of Chriſt, exomplaty's Or, an in- 


terpretation of St. Peter's account of Chriſt's bearing 
our {ins in his own body on the tree. Offered to 

EO the conſideration of the public. 64. 1 
5 III. A ſurvey of a ſearch after ſouls, 1 vol. 8vo, 
„ Buy the Rev. Mr. Caleb Fleming. 4:5. 8 8 
1 IV. St. Paul's orthödoxy. Or the univerſal ad- 


vantage that goſpel preaching wauld be of to civil 

ſociety. Shewn in à fermon, delivered to a proteſ- | 

+ obs tant-diflenting-church, at;Pinners-hall, ſunday-morn- 

ing June 24, 1759. By the Rev. Mr. Caleb Flemths, 

-- Linn $7 eres 3 oe ng 

V. Three queſtions reſolved. © Viz. What is re- 

ligion? What is the chriſtian religion ? What is the 

chriftian cathalic-church ? Wherein popery is proved 

to have no claim, either as a religion, as the chriſtian 

religion, or as the. chriſtian catholic- church. In 

three letters to —— Eſq; with a poſtſcript on Mr. 
Hume's natural hiſtoryof religlon- 1. N 

VI. Neceſſity, not the origin of evil, religious or 

moral. A letter to the ingenious authbr Ws free 

«zu into the nature and origin of evil. 64. 5 

VII. Sermons on various important ſubjects, By 5 

the late Rev. Mr. Thomas Newman, 2 vols. YO. 
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